a

pooo ]
_ ‘Sunday, November 8, 2009

VIEWPOINTS ...........

Business commumnity needs to unite on legisiation
TFo-the editor, !

Chf; Cypert: (Cimarron Trailers) and Johanna Lewis
(First MNational Bank & Trust) have been working with
Stephanie Snyder and Mike Seney from the Oklahoma
‘State Chamber of Commerce recently on current igsues fac- |

-ing employers in the arsas of Chickasha, Anadarko, Mar-
low and:our surrounding local commiunities. ;

The: State Chamber 3s working diligently to address the
10p issues facing the business comenunity and we’ve been |
discussing amanging 2 town hall type meeting with busi- |
néss. owners.and Human' Resources leaders from these |
areas to-help piioritize and create: awareness. of our con- .
cex‘nis for the State Chariber going into the 2010 Jegislative:
session.

Considering the volume of fegislation over this past year
and-what is coming in the near future;, we believe it is1
imperative that “fhe business -community start working
together to address our concerns as one unified :voice, |
Some of our top Tssues from our perspective are 1ort reforny, |
workers comp fraud and healthcare reform but we are inter~ |
ested inwhat Issues span across other industries as well. |

Mike,:Stephanie and the rest of the State Chamber staff

-have 'an-ambitious agenda to suppoit our needs but they -
need our hielp anid input as they advdcate for our'interests, |

We have scheduled this fown hall ineeting for November -
19th from 1:30 .. £0°3:00 pm. The location will be the |
Helers Ward Semindar Center at Canadian Valley Technolo»
gy Center in Chickasha. Please forward this emadl to any
of your ¢olleagues and friends who-might also be interest-
ed in participating and have them respond to the invitation,

I believe it is erifical that -we do something -now to
address these issues before-more harm is doge fo the busi- |
ness community’s ability to maintain jobs and competitive-
ness:in our great State of Oklahoma, This meeting will be
the precursor before scheduling a 2nd. meeting-which will
include our région’s legislative representatives and allow |
them 'to hear ‘our concerns and expectations of them ag &
group.

Please réspond by Monday, November Sth, 2009 so we
can get an estimated headcount and make sure the room !
we'vescheduled will be sufficlent. ‘If you have any ques--
tions or woiild like additional information, please feel free
to'call ‘or email Clif or Johanna or-Stephanie Snyder at the
State Chamber, her contact info js below. ,
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