Oklahoma strong — Army

State Chamber
meeting a city,
base showcase

When Lawtonians began floating
the Idea of having the Oklahoma
State Chamber's annual meeting at
Fort Sill, they wanted to show off
the Lawton-Fort Sill community, to
tell the rest of the state what's hap-
pening here and impress on them
the importance of the military, both
fu a matter of defense and econom-
s,

They're not ready to proclaim
migsion accomplished, but they
think Thursday's meeting at Fort
8ill is a good start,

A record crowd -- the event at
the Patriot Club sold out after 350
people had signed up, and there was
a waiting list — conducted busi-
ness, heard a legislative update, lis-
tened to Army Lt, Gen, David Val-
conrt, honored Oklahoma military
men and women and saw Lawton-
ian Phil Kenney installed as chair-
man of the statewide business orga-
nization,

"Everyhody did a great job of
planning this," Kennedy said after
the meeting, which attracted a
large crowd from the Lawton-Fort
Sill community as well as directors

State Chamber meets at Fort Sill
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STEPHEN ROBERTSOMISTAFF
Phil Kennedy talks to members of the
Oklahoma State Chamber after taking
offlce as new chalrman of the organiza-
tion, which had its annual meeting
Thursday at Fort 5ill,

and members from the rest of the
state. Dick Rush, president of the

chambey, said directors were im-

pressed by the event, which began
Wednesday night with a dinner and
briefing with Fort §111 Commander
Maj. Gen. Peter Vangjel, a visit to
the Army Fleld Artillery Museum
and demonstrations by Buffalo Sol-
diers and the Field Artillery Half
Section.

SEE KENNEDY, 3

Former leader
recalls Fort Sill
survival story

Translating "Army Strong” into
"Oklahoma Business Strong” was Lt.
Gen. David P, Valcourt's theme
when he delivered the keynote ad-
dress at the Oklahoma State Cham-
ber's annual meeting Thursday at
Fort 81l

Valeourt served as commanding
general of Fort Sill from 1994 to
1996, Maj. Gen. Peter M, Vangjel, the
current Fort 5ill commander, intro-
duced him by saying it was on Val-
court’s watch that much of the plan-
ning and initiatives began for com-
bining the Field Artillery and Air De-
fense Artitlery Schools into one Fires
Center of Excellence,

Vangjel halled Valcourt as "one of
the Army’s true warriov leaders,” An
artilleryman, he rose from com-
manding 40 soldiers at the battery
level here to having 40,000 soldiers
under his command at the Eighth
U.8. Army in Korea. He is currently
deputy commanding general of
Training and Doctrine Command
(TRADOC) at Fort Monvoe, Va.,
where he continues to work issues
relating to Base Realignment and
Closure (BRAC), but at a higher lev-

strong

STEPIHEN ROBERTSON/STAFF
Since his stint as commancding general of
Fart Sill, Lt Gen. David P. Valcourt has
led the Eighth U.S. Army in Korea and
served as "BRAC-meister” for TRADOC
(Tralning and Doctrine), but he returned
here Thursday to share a few words of
wisdom with the Oklahoma State
Chamber,

el that encompasses more people and
locations than Fort Sill.

As  the “BRAC-meister" for
TRADOC, Valcourt said the summer
of 2011 will see a lot of activity
“when all four of our four-star head-
?uarters are moving simultaneous-
v

SEE VALCOURT, 3A
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