Prosperity Project
expands state
election coverage

BY KIRBY LEE DAVIS ’
THE JOURNAL RECORD

TULSA - The nonpartisan Oklahoma
Prosperity Project will expand its statewide
election coverage this year to better meet its
voter education goals.

Chairman Dana Weber credits the six-
year-old State Chamber of Oklahoma-sup-
ported project for helping the Sooner State
achieve a more business-friendly legislative
environment.

“This started before the downtumm in the
economy;” said Weber, president of Sand.
Springs-based Webco Industries. “I think
everybody wants a strong economy and
good jobs. I think it’s more a matter of peo-

ple being aware of which candidates sup-

port which issues”

This year the Oklahoma Prosperity

Project intends to provide data on more
statewide races, including judicial cam-

. paigus.

“We've had alot of people saying, ‘This is
good, we have alot of information about the
state legislative offices, House and Senate,
but what about other offices?” said Weber,
who has participated in the service since its

2004 launch. “We've had some people ask .

us about getting on to the local level. They
love the information so much they want
more of it”

More than 1,340 Okizhoma companies
. tely on the State Chamber program to.pro-
vide election information for their 487,000

employees. Some 90 local chambers of
commerce and trade associations also par-
ticipate.

The Prosperity Project traditionally sur-
veyed candidates for Congress and the state
Legislature on key business issues, such as
taxes, health care, and transportation, post-
ing their results on the newly redesigned
www.okprosperity.com. It also analyzes
state guestions.

This year Project Director Kris Rush will
add candidate surveys for governor, lieu-
tenant governor, attorney general and labor
commissioner posts,

“There are so many elections where ali

you know about the candidate is their
advertising on TV or yard signs” said
Weber. “Tt’s very difficult to get information
on what candidates really believe in, and
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